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Designing your Classroom for 
Inclusive Physics with STEP UP

CSAAPT Spring Meeting 2025, Virginia



Elissa Dunn-Levy
ElissaDunnLevy@gmail.com
Physics teacher, Thomas Jefferson High School
Ambassador & Curriculum Developer, STEP UP



Applications close April 6th (tomorrow)
Sign up now!

https://engage.aps.org/stepup/get-involved/everyday-action


STEP UP Curriculum
Our free Curriculum includes 2 classroom lessons and one 
pedagogical guide of inclusive strategies for teachers. 



Learning Objective: 
Teachers will reflect on how physics classrooms 
are designed to promote community and 
collaboration, and will use these reflections to 
shape their own classroom spaces. 



Hypothetical

You walk into an empty physics classroom and 
think, “I don’t know whose room this is, but I bet 
they’re an awesome physics teacher and now I 
really want to meet them and see them teach.”
What features of the classroom made you 
feel this way?



Video with No Audio
These videos are uncut, just as the teachers shared them with us, but 
they have no accompanying audio



Classroom videos 
A few teachers have 
supplied maps, pictures, 
and videos of their 
classrooms.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Dj__1w-gJLrC4pj3VaLe09HhEDUCmmqK/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1RV9om9_6WXxZnehzIVDfgeXgZksXjxUI/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1QE_iT-vYnV313hwI4CdcpbRYEGtJL0ah/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PT9q6hnapAsbFyDHe-OY9uLmVKjbRCVb/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KpkDKNnns8WBu7YyLsp7npjwPW_R-UDD/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Dj__1w-gJLrC4pj3VaLe09HhEDUCmmqK/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/18ZC0dh2jtDrg9m97UxoVtGvTCCSL3ATF/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lmJa4-eC3xf4c0l2j_XemSwQtUaOw_A9/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rRgd5DLhFb84dCDPzaQIlXflueQi-1F8/preview


Video with Audio
These videos are uncut, just as the teachers shared them with us



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1vPbmMK8FNrBz3TjQMrpDGGU4oDlRmLx9/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/176h1AJp7NEFDJsPoTnTMU7idVBdTvNKI/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1U6vtNLoH-TAw2zuHU7wxHCEuK0ABdmiG/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wKluZiSrZCkhcN4Gk_cu6Yku004AjHaf/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kts74d2lQ1z61emLXcw6VfcOrNircHtP/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1NqQcZNAoICoHkOVzW9sja9bASUPWRV5o/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1S8N7PGT9L9k_jHYqctDlxvZwk-V1XwUN/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1--hLKeAjrCCqi4BmCDZGMnhKvmEwXC4k/preview


Let’s tour 
some 

physics 
classrooms!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iHFJPZ85GaZJEOkOBs03kFDoUye3DLL1/preview


In student-centered physics spaces…

● How are students organized physically in the room?
● How do students access materials?
● Which aspects of the space are designed and/or 

managed by students?
● What goes in the “front” of the room and what goes in 

the “back”?
● Which fixtures/furniture/supplies are temporary and 

which are permanent?



Ease of access can change 
classroom community & 
sense of inclusion



Reflection

Given what you’ve seen today:
1. What’s an easy, inexpensive change you can 

make to increase student community and shared 
responsibility in your physics classroom?

2. What’s a difficult, expensive change you’d 
love to make to your space if you had more 
freedom?



Draw a simple sketch of your classroom, 
including student seats, their areas of 
use and highlight the areas where 
student materials are kept. 

Design your ideal layout for students 
to access those materials and use that 
space. 
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